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European Plastics Industry Advocate 

Chosen as SPE’s President-Elect

Ken Braney will become president of SPE at ANTEC 2010 in Orlando

Brookfield, CT – The Society of Plastics Engineers (SPE) is pleased to announce that Ken J. Braney was chosen as president-elect of the association during SPE’s council leadership meetings last week in Connecticut.  

Mr. Braney, managing director of UK-based Thermoforming Solutions Ltd, will begin his term as president of SPE in May of 2010 in Orlando at ANTEC, SPE’s annual technical conference and signature event.  

“I appreciate Ken’s leadership and example as he has been a true champion for SPE and has served as a catalyst for our growth in Europe,” explains Susan Oderwald, executive director of SPE. “That combined with his extensive knowledge and understanding of the plastics industry will serve SPE well during his tenure.”  

About Ken J. Braney

Ken Braney, an SPE member since 1995, currently serves as senior vice president of SPE and recently served as treasurer during the 2007-2008 term.  He has been involved with SPE’s European Thermoforming Division from its conception, holding the position of chair for 4 years. Mr. Braney has been the chair of SPE Europe (2005-2006) with responsibility for not only registering SPE as a legal entity in Europe, but also for ensuring the support is in place to nurture and grow all sections and divisions in this area.  He was instrumental in the development of SPE’s first SPE EUROTEC Conference in Marne la Vallee near Paris, France, which will take place 29th September to 3rd October 2009.

Mr. Braney has been associated with the plastics industry for over thirty years and has held a variety of marketing and general management positions in Europe.

For several years he lived and worked in the USA (Michigan) as general manager and commercial director of two North American divisions of multi national companies.  He then returned to Europe when he joined a multi national machinery manufacturer (USA based) and for thirteen years held the position of director for Europe, Middle East, Africa and India. 

Mr. Braney is currently managing director of Thermoforming Solutions Ltd based in the UK. 

SPE’s Lineup of Presidents

William O’Connell is currently serving as SPE’s president, and his term lasts through ANTEC 2009, which takes place in conjunction with the National Plastics Exposition (NPE) in Chicago from June 22-26.  During ANTEC/NPE, Coperion Corporation’s Paul Andersen will take over as president of SPE until ANTEC 2010 in Orlando, when Ken Braney’s term will commence.  

About SPE

The Society of Plastics Engineers (SPE) is the premier source of peer-reviewed technical information for plastics professionals. Founded in 1942, SPE takes action every day to help companies in the plastics industry succeed by spreading knowledge, strengthening skills, and promoting plastics. Employing these vital strategies, SPE has helped the plastics industry thrive for over 60 years. SPE has become the recognized medium of communication among scientists, engineers, and technical personnel engaged in the development, conversion, and application of plastics. For more information, please visit www.4spe.org.
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